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Dear Sir: 

Applicants contend the Notice of Non-Compliance that issued on October 1 8. 2006 was 
issued in error. It is stated in the Notice of Non-Compliance that the strikethrough used to show 
the deletion of the letter "s" on certain claim features is not easily perceivable. Clearly, the fact 
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"s" by strikethrough as allegedly non-compliant expressly confirms that all of Applicants claim 
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of the instant application Applicants have revised the amendments of August 4, 2006, to use the 
double bracket format in place of the strikethrough format to reflect the deletion of the letter "s" 
in certain claims. 
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